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[REHEARSAL 
1. The Silence of the Diffenters fhews their Confent to their Vindicator. 


2. Of fome Englifb Divixes who Join with them. And firft of Dr. Edwards. 
Of their Doétrin to take Free-Will from Men. 


4. The Nothing of | Epifcopacy. 


5. The Presbyterians make. Church-Government a Fundamental, 


6. Our Latitude-Men call it Moderation. 


* 


9. Which is Preach’d to the Church, not to the Diffenters, where it moft Needs: 
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SATURDAY, Anguft 2. 


1707. 








(1.) Country-man.. OU have Satisfy’d 
y me fully, AZa/fer, 
as to the Inclina- 
tions of the Presbytersans in Scotland, and of 
thofe in England, in Conjun@ion with them, 
to make al] Britain One Presbyterian Church ; 
fo far as we may take the Word of their 
Vindicator. And itis in their Power to Clear 
themfelves, if they think he has A4ifreprefen- 
ted them, who fpeaks fo Boldly in all their 
Names. If they will not, we know ther 
are fome Cafes wherein Silence gives Con- 
ent. 
f But the Third thing you Promis’d is ftill 
behind, and which is harder for me to Be- 
lieve than either of the two former, that 
is, That ther fhou’d be any of the Clergy 
of the Church of England who feems Fa- 
vourable to their Defigns: This wou’d be 
a ftrange Confederacy indeed. 


(2.) Rebearfal. I have more to fay as to 
the Englifo Diffenters. But I will poftpone 
that for a lictle time, that we be not Te- 
dious in dwelling too long upon one Point. 
And now we turn to fome of the Church 
of England. 

The firft I produce you, for the purpofe 
I mention’d is Sohn Edwards D. D. of Cam- 
bridge his Difcourfe or Sermon upon the 
Union.1. May, 1707. Intitul’d, One Nation 
and One King, upon Ezek, xxxvii. 22. Printed 
1707. He highly Commends the Old Puritan 
Notion of Predeftination, which takes away 
FreeeWill in Man. And, p. to. he calisthis De- 


. Grin the Ramparts and Bulwarks of Chriftianity. 


And fays, That the Church of England was 
once of thefe Principles. And herein ({ays 
he) they were back’d by the Church of Scot- 
land——Thus the Church, I had almoft (ays 
he) call’d it the KIRK of ENGLAND, ard 
that of our Neighbours were entirely One, The 


he makes to be more truely the Church of 
England than the Eftablifh’d Bifhops and Cler- 
gy. The Topick the Diffenters have gone 
upon ever fince the Revolution. And now 
they are back’d by Divines who Call them- 
felves of the Church of England! 

But Dr. Edwards go’s on; and fays p. 11: 
But we hope, that by the Concurrence of our 
Brethren in SCOTLAND, who are now One 
with us Us, the Number and Strength of thofe 
that profefs the found Doétrin of our Church 
will be Augmented. 

And p. 12. he fays, In time it may be 
Expected that the BELGICK and CALEUDO- 
NIAN Divines, together with thofe at Home, 
will be Serviceable to Infiuence on our ARe 
MINIAN Clergy, and be helpful to Re-Eftaq 
blifh thofe abdicated Truths among Us, and to 
give a free Vent to te CALVINIAN Do- 
Grines, which have been Stiftd fo long atime; 
and to Extirpate ARMINIANISM, which at 
this Day is the Plagne of Chriftianity, and 
that Deftruttion which Wafteth at Noon- 
Day. 


(3.) Country-m. Is it to the Doétrine of 
Free-Will he gives all thefe Terrible words? 
Well, if he has no Free-Wil, he cou’d not 
help ic! That may be his Excufe! And as 
little can I help wifhing that this Blockifh 
Doétrin may never come among us. And 
he muft Excufe me, for the fame Reafon. 
What! Turn us all to Stocks and Stozes, 
that we have no Choice or Freedom of Will 
left! What Ground is ther then either for 
Rewards or Punifements? Will you Punifh a 
Man for what he cannot Help? What are 
all the Promifes and Threatnings in the Bible, 
if it be not in our Power to A& one way 





or other? How do’s Confcience Check, but 
from our being fenfible that we might have 
done otherwife than we have done? And 


more Deplorable therefore it is to fee how the | why do we Endeavour to Mend, if we have 
Generality of our Clergy are Apoftatiz’d, &c. | no Choice left, but that all our Aétions, and 
And fo he go’s on to Prove. them more | our very Thoughts, are already Determin"l by 
Diffénters than the Non-Conformifts ; whom | an Irreverfible Decree? And do’s not this 


make 
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make God 
World? 

Rebearf. Nay, they put it out of God’s 
Power to make a Creature with Freedom of 
Will, and Choice of his Aétions, to go this 
way or that way as he Pleafes; as being in 
their Conception, a Contradiction co their 
fuppos’d Abfolute Decree of God! 

But we will talk of chis another time. And 
Thope | fhall be able, in a few words, to 
Difcover to you, the Ground and Fallacie of 
their miftaken Notion of Predeftinatvm, and 
to fec that Matter in an Jntelligible Light. 
But | won’d not Intermix Subjects, nor Di- 
vert from what we are now upon. 


the Author of all the Sins in the 


(4:) Country-m. This then is the Belgick 
and Caledonian, the Dutch and the Scotch Di- 
vinity, to which he wou’d have the Church 
of England Reform’d! But do’sehe fay no- 
thing of Epifcopacy, nothing at all concerning 
the Government of the Church? For that is 
the Prefent matter ia hand. 

Rebearf. He thinks it not worth Naming. 
But fays, as above, That the Kirk. in Scot- 
Jand, and he had almoft faid the Kirk of En- 
gland are- now Owe, notwith{tanding their 
Difference as to Charch-Governiment. Thefe 
Men make little of Government, either in 
Church or State! They have a Notion that 
Society can fubfift without Government, or 
with any fort of Government. They make 
that the fmalleft Matter! And think Chriff 
took no Care about it, nor left any fettl’d 
Government in His Church, or if He did, 
that the People may Alter it, and Chop and 
Change it at their Pleafure ! 


(§.) Country-m. You fpeak now only 
of the Kirk ot England, of the Epifcopal-Pre:« 
byterians in out Church For the Scottifh Kirk 
are very Zealous in this matter, and think 
Church-Government a Fundamental, and Quote. 
the bufinefs of Korab. Therefore they have 
Abjur’d Pkelacy, and Engag’d their Lives 
and Fortunes to Oppofe it to the utmoft. 

| 


(6.) Rebearf. Our Men of Latitude, of 
Free and Generous Thoughts, of Extenfive 
and Comptehenfive Charity, include Church- 
Governmeht under the Name of Moderation. 
This is one of the things wherein we are to 
be Moderate and Indifferent, and not Difpute 


“the Point, to the Difturbance of our Peace 


‘ and Tranquility ! 


Therefore fays Dr. Edwards, p.17. It is 
my Fer{wafion, That nothing will be more De- 
firuttive to our Excellent Church, than that 
Excefive Height to which fome won'd {crew 
it up. It hath fallen once by thefe Methods, 
and it may de fo again; but I heartily offer 
my Advice to prevent it, that 1s, in one word, 
letus be MODERATE. I verily believe, that 
there can never happen fo great Inconvenience 
and Muifchief to our Church by DISSENTING 


MEETINGS, as by Rigid and Violent Impo aes Dun. 


‘fitions. 





€7.) Countiy-m, What do's he mess t 
Rigid and Violen Impofitions? Why dove, 
bring that in NOW? Are ther any fach 
at this Day? Have notthe Diffnters a ful 
and free Toleration? And are they Conte 
with it? Do they not Plead it as an Efa. 
blifhmewt, and thereby put themfelyes y ‘ 
the Level with the Church? Nay) dg the 
not fet themfelves up as the True Church ef 
England? And do’s not this fame Defy 
fupport them in it, and Argue for it? 
Were they ever fo Outragious againft the 
Church as fince their Toleration ? Haye they 
not Plaid their whole Artillery of numberlefs 
Paraphlets, Obfervators, Reviews, &c, upon 
her, more fince than Ever? And more 
violently imce the Union than before? And 
tell. us NOW Plainly in their Vindicator 
That they will Accept of no Terms of 
Compofitions, lets than the Deffraétion of the 
Epifcopal SHicrarchy, and to. have whole 
Britain One Presbyterian Church? As you 
have betore fully fhew’d. And has pot 
Dr. Edwards fet them up Now upon the 
Union, as a Pattern for our Reformation? 
Yet ftill he Preaches Afoderation to Us! 
But not a werd of Moderation to the Dif. 
fenters, to Abate of their Fury againft the 
Church! No. It is all Godly Zeal in Them! 
But for Us, ix one word, let us be MODE 
RATE! | 
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ADVERTISEMENTS: 


Emoirs of the Affairs of Scotland, cons 
VA taining a full and Impartial Account 
of the Revolution in that Kingdom, begun in 
1567. Faithfully Publifh’d from an Authentick 
M S. By Her Majefty’sHiftoriographer for the 
Kingdom of Scotland. , 3 
N Anfwer to fome Queries, concerning 
Schifm, Toleration, @c. In a Letter, 
co a Friend. 
aa Prefent State of the Court of Rome: Or the 
Lives of the Prefent Pope Clement XI. and of 
the prefent College of Cardinals. Written Original. 
ly in Italian, by a Gentleman belonging to the Court 
of Rome, and newly Tranflated into Englifh from the 
Italian Manufcript, never as yet made Publick. With 


marks on the Rife and Nature of the College of Car- 
dinals, on the Maxims of their Government, and a 
5 Account ef the prefent Pope’s Elevation to the 


his Pontificate. -- 
p Bs Bifhop of Salisbury’s proper defence, 
from a Speech cry’d about the ftreets 
in his Name, and faid to have been fpoken 
by him in the Houfe of Lords upon the Bill 
againft Occafional Conformity. oh 
Parallel between the Faith and Doétrine 
of the prefent Quakers, and that of the 
Chiet Hereticks in all Ages of the Church. 
And alfo a Parallel betwen Quakerif/m and Popery. 
Two Sticks made One, Or, The Devil 














Lonaon Printed and Sold by the Bookfellers of London and Weftminffer, 1707. 
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a Preface by the Publifher, containing fome few Re- © 


ypacy, and of the moft remarkable Occurrences in 








